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HISTORICAL SKETCH 



•OF 



Rev. SAMUEL HALL, 



FIRST MINISTER OF CHESHIRE, CONN. 



♦ •» 




EV. SAMUEL HALL, born at Wallingford, Con- 
) "W^ necticut, Oct. 4th, 1695, died at Cheshire, Conn., Feb. 

26th, 1776, JE. 81, was second son and third child of 
the Hon. John Hall ol Wallingford and grandson of Capt. 
Samuel and Hannah (Walker) Hall, who were among the 
founders of the early English settlements at New Haven and 
Wallingford. His mother was Mary, daughter of John 
Lyman (a founder of Hartford) and Dorcas, daughter of 
John PlCimbe, a founder of Wethersfield. 

Hon. John Hall, father of Rev. Samuel, was one of the 
most respected and influential of Connecticut's prominent 
men during the colonial epoch. He was born 1670 and died 
1730, aet. 60. From 1722 to 1730 he was ** Assistant" under 
Governors Saltonstall and Talcott. He* had acquired mili- 
tary distinction in the early Indian wars, and later as Judge, 
and in various civil offices he acquitted himself most credit- 
ably. His funeral sermon, still extant, was preached by the 
Rev. Samuel Whittelsey, colleague of Rev. Samuel Street, 
first minister of Wallingford. It eloquently describes his 
noble life and pays a glowing tribute to his rare qualities of 
head and heart. Being a man of large wealth for the times, 
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generous and public spirited withal, he was enabled to assist 
the needy and unfortunate, and he did so with no unsparing 
hand. 

On his children he bestowed every educational advantage 
at a period when a liberal education was far less easily 
acquired than at present; but above all he transmitted to 
them moral and intellectual qualities that contibuted to make 
several of them shining lights in their day and generation. 

John, the eldest son, born 1692, died 1778, aet. 86, married 
in 1 7 16 Mary, daughter of Rev. Samuel and Anne (Miles) 
Street. Rev. Samuel Street was a graduate of Harvard in 
1664, a founder of Wallingford, and its pastor for 45 years. 
His son-in-law, John Hall, occupied a scarcely less conspic- 
uous position than that of his father, and in turn became 
father of several illustrious children, of whom Lyman Hall, 
Governor of Georgia and signer of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and Col. Street Hall, a revolutionary officer and 
Representative from Wallingford 1777 to 1787, are probably 
best known. 

Caleb Hall, third son of Hon. John and brother of Rev. 
Samuel Hall, was born 1697, married Damaris Atwater, and 
left highly respectable descendants. He held a number of 
political offices.. 

Benjamin, the next younger brother, married Abigail, 
daughter of Rev. Nathaniel Chauncey of Durham, and settled 
on the Law farm at Cheshire. He was a delegate to the 
Connecticut Colonial Assembly and held several judicial 
offices from Justice of the Peace to Judge of the Supreme 
Court of the Colony. He was also honored with several 
military titles from Lieutenant to Colonel of the Tenth Regi- 
ment. He was appointed Assistant under Governor Fitch. 

Eliakim, the ninth child, was also a revolutionary officer of 
distinction and Representative from Wallingford 1776 to 
1791. He died 1794, aet. 83, leaving a widow, five children, 
forty grandchildren ^nd fifteen great-grandchildren. His 
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funeral sermon, preached by his son-in-law, Rev. Nathan 
Williams of Tolland, is still in print. 

Elihu, the tenth child, married Lois, daughter of Rev. 
Samuel Whittelsey and granddaughter of Rev. Charles 
Chauncey, President of Harvard College. Elihu graduated 
at Yale 1731, and was King's Attorney and Representative 
from Wallingford many times from 1743. He was prominent 
in a military capacity in the expedition against Canada. 
At the outbreak of the revolution he was Attorney-General, 
and was a Colonel in his Majesty's colonial forces. He 
adhered to the royal cause but unwilling to take active part 
against friends and kindred, he abandoned his extensive 
landed property and left the country, residing in London 
until his death. 

The only daughter of Hon. John Hall who reached ma- 
turity was Eunice, the fifth child. She married first Mr. 
Samuel Andrew, a graduate of Yale 171 1 and son of Rev. 
Rector Andrew, President of Yale. By him she had two 
daughters, one of whom married Rev. William Russell (Yale 
174s), and the other married Jonathan Law, Jr., son of the 
Governor. 

Eunice married, second, Governor Jonathan Law. Of her 
children by this marriage, Richard Law of New London was 
a member of the Continental Congress and Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Connecticut. He left a numerous and 
distinguished posterity. 

After the Governor's death, Eunice Hall married Colonel 
Joseph Pitkin, Colonel of the First Regiment, 1751, and a 
worthy member of one of Connecticut's historical families. 
Her epitaph, still to be seen at New Haven, reads as follows: 



In 
Memory 
of Madam -v 

EUNICE PITKIN 

Relict of 

Col. Jos. Pitkin 

of Eaft Hartford. 

She was the only daughter 

of the HoN^"^" John Hall of Wallingford 

and became first the Consort 

of Mr. Samuel Andrew son of 

the Rev Rector Andrew 

And afterwards Comfort 

of Gov"* Law. 

She was a Lady 

of an excellent character 

For prudence, Industry and Economy 

For Virtue and Piety 

For Kindness, Benevolence 

and Sociability 

And for a certain Nobleneff of Spirit 

and Dignity of Manners. 

She lived an Honor and Ornament 

To the Families 

with which she was connected 

And Died in this City 

June 3rd 1774 Aet. 76. 



It will be apparent from this brief sketch of the extensive 
and influential family connections of the Rev. Samuel Hall, 
that the interest in his life and labors is by no means con- 
fined to a single locality, but is widespread over his native 
State and throughout the great West, which, developed and 
populated since his death, now contains not a few of his 
descendants. 

Of his early life, but little is known. Carefully reared by 
pious and loving parents, prepared for Yale by Rev. Samuel 
Whittlesey, a graduate of 179S, he entered college at the age 
of seventeen, and graduated in 1716. The college was then 
located at Saybrook, and was removed to New Haven a month 
after his graduation. 

Feeling a deep interest in and love for his Alma Mater, Mr. 
Hall accepted the position of tutor, and was dispatched to 
Wethersfield, where he took charge of a body of students who 
had seceeded during a controversy as to the permanent loca- 
tion of the college. He occupied this position for three years, 
and subsequently studied theology with Rev. Samuel Stod- 
dard, of Northampton. 

In 1724, a parish was set off from Wallingford and named 
New Cheshire, and in October of the same year permission 
was granted to settle a minister. The parish was then 
sparsely settled, and the church at first numbered only fifteen 
males and fifteen or sixteen females. For several years pre- 
vious to being settled, Mr. Hall had been preaching at inter- 
vals to the people about Cheshire. His call to the pastorate 
was in December, 1723, and he was ordained December 9, 
1724, the Rev. Samuel Whittlesey preaching the ordination 
sermon. 

A private note-book, in which the pastor kept the church 
records, still exists. From its pages we extract the follow- 



ing 



** Account of ye Church : In 1 724 ye church of New Cheshire 
was gathered on ye Fast previous to my ordination by ye 
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The fifth child, a son, to whom was given the name of its 
father, came to them January nth, 1732; but more trouble 
was in store. Early in the year the dread scourge of small- 
pox mysteriously appeared in the parish. The death of the 
pastor's last and only son from the pestilence occurred May 
19th, and the disease rapidly spread. Undismayed and un- 
shaken by a series of family misfortunes, the heroic pastor at 
once devoted himself to the alleviation of the sufferings of his 
flock, of whom one-third, or 124, became infected, but largely 
through his personal exertions many lives were saved. The 
sympathies of the colonists at other points were aroused by 
dire accounts of the pestilence, and at a meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly ;^50 were appropriated for the benefit of 
needy sufferers at Cheshire. 

It was soon after these occurrences that the pastor preached 
his celebrated sermon, entitled, "Bitter Afflictions Remem- 
bered and Improved." 

On May loth, 1733, was born their sixth child, a daughter, 
to whom was given the mother's name of Anne, meaning 
**grace." She also brought joy to the household, and on 
arriving at maturity, married Rev. Warham Williams (Yale 
Col. 1745), Fellow and Secretary of Yale, who preached at 
North Branford. One of the eleven children ol Anne (Hall) 
Williams, a daughter also named Anne, married, ist. Rev. 
Jason Atwater; 2d, Rev. Lynde Huntington; 3d, Rev. 
Joseph Barker. 

Mr. Hall alludes in one ot his sermons to his desire to 
have a son who should perpetuate his name, and on May 
31st, 1734, a son having been born, the fathers name was 
given for the third time (Samuel, **asked for of God.") 

Great pains were taken with this boy's education. He 
was carefully prepared for Yale, where he graduated in 1754, 
his name, like his father's, standing at the head of the class. 
But over application undermined his health, and the year 
after graduation, in the flower of his youth, at the age 
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of 21, the pride and hope of the parents was cut down by 
death. 

The birth of the eighth child was on Nov. sth, 1736, a 
daughter Mary, who lived to justify her parents* hopes. She 
married Deacon Samuel Beach, by whom she had three 
children, viz., Mary Anne, Luce and Samuel Ufford Beach. 
The grandfather's will leaves to these children articles of 
silver plate and jewelry, besides " a great interest in lands." 

In the attainments and character of Deacon Samuel Beach, 
his son-in-law, the pastor took a natural pride. Mr. Beach 
was of Yale 1757, became an Attorney of great prominence, 
was a delegate to the convention that framed the Constitution 
of the United States, and filled many other offices of public 
trust. 

April 2d, 1738, was born the ninth child, a son, named 
Brenton after the mother's lineal ancestor. Governor William 
Brenton of Rhode Island, from whom considerable property 
had descended to the family. 

This child lived to the ripe age of 82, became executor of 
his father's estate, a founder of Meriden, and its first Repre- 
sentative. His eldest child was Dr. William Brenton Hall 
(Yale 1786) of Middletown, who gained much fame in his 
day for personal heroism disployed in an outbreak of yellow 
fever along the Connecticut river, thus proving that he in- 
herited the courage of his grandfather displayed in a similar 
emergency. His son (the father of the writer) was Hon. 
Samuel Holden Parsons Hall of New York. 

Brenton Hall left numerous descendants of high respecta- 
bility. 

The tenth child of Rev. Samuel and Anne (Law) Hall was 
Elisha, born March loth, 1746, graduated at Yale College 
1764. He married Lois, widow of Jesse Street and daughter 
of Colonel Thaddeus Cook. 

The eleventh child, Sarah, born August Sth, 1742, married 
Mr. Hills, who with his wife died previous to 1776, leaving 
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an only child, "Catee Hills," to whom the grandfather left by 
will all his household effects. 

The twelfth child, Jonathan, born July 19th, 1745, married 
and settled on the old homestead at Cheshire. 

The thirteenth child, called Abigail (the father's joy), was 
born Dec. 17th, 1748 — ^"child of his old age, last and best 
beloved." 

In the future of this child the parents' fondest anticipa- 
tions were realized, and generation after generation of her 
posterity have shed lustre on the name. 

Intimate in the family and for some years under the rev- 
erend pastor s instruction had been a bright and ambitious 
youth named John Foote, born 1642, son of John and Abigail 
(Frisbie) Foote of North Branford. Mr. Foote prepared for 
Yale, where he graduated in 1765, and later studied theology 
under Rev. Samuel Hall. The acquaintance thus formed 
between the two young people ripened into love, and with 
the blessings of parents and friends, John Foote and Abigail 
Hall were united in marriage Nov. 19th, 1767. 

Rev. John Foote was ordained and succeeded his father- 
in-law in the ministry. 

To have occupied a pastorate for forty-three years speaks 
volumes for the affection of one's flock, but the pastoral years 
of Rev. Samuel Hall were exceeded by those of his successor, 
who preached for the church of Cheshire forty-six years. 
Counting the lime the first pastor had preached previous to 
his settlement, father and son-in-law occupied the same 
pulpit for nearly a century. 

After the installment of Rev. Mr. Foote, the Rev. Mr. Hall 
preached at intervals until his death. Many of his sermons 
achieved wide popularity. Of those that are still in print, 
the "Election Sermon" of May 8th, 1746, is more than usually 
eloquent. It is entitled, "The Legislature's Right, Charge 
and Duty in Respect of Religion." 

Another, published at New London, 1747, is entitled, 
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" What are not, and what are, the evidences of any one being 
in the favour of God." Preached at New Cheshire, 1746-7. 

Mr. Hall was a vigorous "Old Light" in theology and chief 
promoter of what was known in 1758-9 as "the Wailingford 
controversy," being at the head of the objection to the settle- 
ment in that parish of the Rev. James Dana, whose views at 
the time were deemed decidedly unorthodox. Mr. Hall and 
Mr. Dana became reconciled in 1771. The latter was a con- 
nection of his, having married Katherine Whittelsey, sister 
of Mrs. Elisha Hall. (Colonel Elisha and Rev. Samuel were 
brothers.) 

Mr. * Hall's parish, which at his accession contained but 
thirty-five families, grew rapidly, and the church presently 
became one of the largest in New England, numbering 400 
to 500 communicants. 

Mr. Hall preached his last sermon in October, 1775. "The 
times that tried men's souls" were already at hand. Lexing- 
ton, Concord and Bunker Hill had been fought. The patri- 
otic pastors everywhere were arousing the enthusiasm of 
their flocks and inciting them to take up arms for the pre- 
servation of their liberties. Cheshire's veteran pastor walked 
up and down the aisles of the church eloquently exhorting 
the young minute-men to march to Boston and drive out the 
invading foe. And nobly they responded. Many of her 
brave sons obeyed the call and attested with their blood their 
devotion to the country's cause. The venerable minister, 
now in his 8ist year, followed the troops to the scene of hos- 
tilities and inspired them with his presence. 

How can we ever show sufficient gratitude to the fore- 
fathers who shed their blood and sacrificed their treasure 
that we, their posterity, might enjoy the blessings of liberty, 
and that the oppressed from every land might here find 
homes where all are equal before the law.^ 

Alas! how few of these last appreciate the gift which has 
cost them nothing ! How prone to abuse the priceless gift 



whose value they fail to comprehend ! Here in these old 
churches, our liberties were cradled under the guidance and 
example of the noble teachers and preachers of the past. 
The ground on which they trod is sanctified. The walls 
that reverberated to their eloquence should remain forever 
sacred. 

The patriotic teachings of Cheshire's first pastor bore 
liberal fruit. His noble nephew, Lyman Hall, educated un- 
der his care, imbibed from him that love of liberty that 
inspired him on his removal south to arouse the dormant 
patriotism of the inhabitants of South Carolina and Georgia 
and bring them to enroll their names in the immortal list of 
thirteen States. 

The historian of Georgia says : " On the altars erected 
within the Midway district, were the fires of resistance to 
the dominion of England earliest kindled, and Lyman Hall, 
of all dwellers there, by his counsel, exhortation and deter- 
mined spirit, added stoutest fuel to the flames." 

And again in recent days, that staunch old hero Andrew 
Hull Foote, as, unmindful of personal safety but with calm 
confidence in God's justice, he pushed his gunboats through 
the terrific storm of iron hail right into the teeth of the bat- 
teries at Henry and Donelson, only exemplified the teachings^ 
of Cheshire's first two pastors, of whom he was a lineal de- 
scendant, thus proved incontestably his right to that proudest 
of all titles, "the Christian soldier." 

On Feb. 26th, 1776, the Rev. Samuel Hall, after a life 
replete with noble deeds, passed from earth. He had lived 
to bury all those who originally formed the church when he 
was ordained. His faithful wife had died the year before. 
The country was in a profound state of excitepient, and the 
result of the gathering storm could hardly be anticipated. 
Many of his flock had enlisted for the war, and the uncertain 
fate of friends, kindred and the country that he loved would 
have clouded his last moments had it not been for the con- 
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fideuce and trust in the goodness of God that always charac- 
terized him. 

"At last rest, eternal rest, was his in the house not made 
with hands." But his numerous posterity and the descend- 
ants of his fellow toilers in the Saviour's cause will ever 
cherish and revere his name. 

Some ot his descendants still lovingly linger around his 
home. On the site of the ancient parsonage stands the 
house of Hon. Edward A. Cornwall, his great-grandchild. 
Here under one roof reside four generations of his descend- 
ants, while in the neighborhood are scores of other prom- 
inent families, not bearing the name of Hall or Foote, but in 
some way connected through marriage ties with the first 
pastors of the church. 

As for the old church itself, it should become a Mecca, 
where, from the most remote parts of the land, the descend- 
ants of its early pastors, of its deacons and elders, could 
congregate, and, recounting the stories of their fathers' noble 
lives, keep their memories ever green, and excite a spirit of 
emulation to do as well. 

The house where they communed with God should be for- 
ever hallowed, its ancient records fondly cherished, its walls 
adorned with trophies and mementoes of the past. 



[Authorities. — Dexter's Yale Biographies; Hall Records; Foote Gene- 
alogy; Davis' History of Wallingford; Barber's History; Bench and Corn- 
wall Notes; Wills of John and Samuel Hall; Hall Genealogy, Notes and 
Memoirs.] 
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By the Acting Pastor, 




N the years immediately succeeding the death of the 
Rev. Samuel Hall, there were circumstances that made 
the ministry of his successor and son-in-law somewhat 
trying. The war greatly crippled the resources of the 
people. Many of the best men went to the "field" in the 
country's service. It took some time after peace was de- 
clared to resume the interrupted businesses of the towns. 
Then ere long commenced a large emigration to newer sec- 
tions of the land. This made it more difficult for those who 
remained to raise the tax rates which had been the means of 
paying the pastor's salary and other expenses of the Ecclesi- 
astical Society. Moreover, the spirit of freedom invaded the 
communities in an unexpected direction. There was a grow- 
ing sentiment that all contributions for church work should 
be voluntary and not compulsory. The Episcopal Church 
which during the war had been nearly extinct, now reassert- 
ed itself. Many gave it their sympathies because they thus 
hoped to get rid of compulsory taxation. The Congre- 
gational churches made the natural mistake of clinging to 
their former exclusive privileges after the sentiment concern- 
ing those things had greatly changed. Had the "Standing 
Order" at once abandoned their legal claims on taxation from 
all who were not actually joined to other societies, they would 



17 

without doubt have saved a large number of families from 
going to other religious organizations. 

These various causes made the people critical and fault- 
finding. They would not submit to the same authority from 
Rev. John Foote that they had been willing to from Rev. 
Samuel Hall. The war had greatly broken up the old re- 
spect for caste and dignity of office. Mr. Foote did not at 
once realize the change so as to accommodate himself to it. 
The complaints of his people culminated in a trial before the 
Consociation which occupied several days. Many of the 
accusations seem very trivial to us, but give evidence of the 
truth of what we have said concerning the pastor's neglect to 
note the signs of the times. The result so far as the Council 
was concerned was a decision which admonished and advised 
Mr. Foote wisely and kindly, but left him still the pastor. 
He evidently profited by the advice, for he continued in his 
office and grew in respect and confidence of his people. He 
died August 21st, 1813, just after his successor had been 
chosen as his colleague. Like his predecessor, he died when 
his country was in the distractions of war, — this time the 
"war of 1 812." He had received 549 persons into the church, 
baptized 1767, married 603 couples, and attended 1109 fune- 
rals. His ministry may be said to have covered the most 
trying portion of our country's history. On retiring, the 
church voted him an annuity for about two years. Yet he 
did not live to receive it all in person. During his whole 
ministry he preached in the old Meeting-house, of which we 
give a picture in the front part of this book. 

Mr. Foote built the house now owned by Mr. Seth Cal- 
houn, where he raised a large and talented family. His 
eldest daughter, Lucinda, under her father's tuition, received 
a preparation for Yale College, and in 1783, at the age of 
twelve years, she was examined for admission and was given 
a certificate showing her fitness. John Alfred Foote, a son 
of the minister born in 1774, was admitted to the Freshman 
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class in Yale College in 1783, when only nine years old* 
He did not, however, go to college till three years later. He 
afterwards studied medicine and practiced a few years before 
his death. Samuel A. Foote, another son of the minister, 
born November 8th, 1780, graduated from Yale College in 
1797, studied law, hut carried on business with his father-in- 
law. General Andrew Hull, in New Haven for a number of 
years. He was afterwards twice elected to Congress, and 
then made Governor of Connecticut. He received the de- 
gree of LL.D. from Yale College. His sons, Hon. John A. 
Foote of Cleveland, Ohio, Admiral John A. Foote of U. S. N., 
and Augustus E. Foote, were all men of prominence and 
highly honored. 

. William Lambert Foote, another son, born October loth, 
1778, was educated and became a physician. He spent his 
life as a very useful citizen of Cheshire. He died August 9th, 
1849. H^ ^^^ ^ family of six children, three of whom are yet 
living at their father's old home in Cheshire. As showing 
something of his character, once, when seeing a man working 
on the Sabbathj he told him his conduct reminded him of a 
story he heard of a man, who gave a needy person six of the 
seven dollars he had, but the ungrateful recipient of the 
bounty, not satisfied, violently robbed his benefactor of the 
remaining dollar. 

• The minister's daughter, Lucinda, married Dr. Thomas T. 
Cornwall. He came from Middletown " Upper Houses " with 
his father, Abijah Cornwall. He was educated and began 
practice as a physician in the town of Trumbull. In a few 
years, removing to Cheshire, he married Lucinda Foote and 
spent all the rest of his life in active service there. He is 
well remembered by the older people as a skillful physician 
and useful man. He and Lucinda raised a family of ten 
children, of whom the Hon. Edward A. Cornwall still survives 
enjoying a green old age in his native town. 

Some of the oldest people still living in Cheshire remember 
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the second pastor. He married a Miss Royce as a second 
wife, but left no child by her. He is described as a tall, dig- 
nified man, who was deeply interested in the welfare of his 
fellow citizens. His wit shone at times in a quiet way. Taking 
his new wife one day to see her family friends, he remarked 
" That he had brought her over in a carriage, but he guessed 
she would have to go home * a^foot,* i. e., A. Foote.'' 

.As he passed along the streets he was greeted with pro- 
found respect by all. The school children would stand with 
hats off when he went by the school-house. The boys made 
their bows while the girls dropped a courtesy. He drove a 
famous horse which is still remembered as ** Parson Footers 
silver tail." 

The descendants of Rev. John Foote, and his wife Eliza- 
beth Hall, are numerous and do credit to their ancestry. 

The Rev. Humphrey Perrine, who followed Mr. Foote a^ 
pastor in Cheshire, was ordained August 2Sth, 1813, but re- 
mained scarcely three years, being dismissed April 22d, 
18 16. Then several years passed when the church gave 
"calls" to different men, but did not secure a pastor until it 
took one of its own members, Mr. Roger Hitchcock, whom it 
ordained September, 1820. He accepted a call on the condi- 
tion of the Society's putting aside fpr future use one hundred, 
dollars of the five hundred offered him as salary, His health,, 
however, soon failed, and he died January 3[st, 1823. His 
case seemed to have been a notable exception of the rule that 
" a prophet is not without honor except in his own country and 
among his own people," for he was greatly loved and highly 
honored by his fellow-citizens. He was the son of Valentine 
Hitchcock and had a brother, Peter,^ who weat to Ohio and 
attained eminence as Judge, Member of Congress and Gover- 
nor. 

Rev. Joseph Whiting was the next pastor, being ordained 
October . 24th, 1827. .In the mearitime the old Meeting- 
hpus^ h^d b^w removed ^qd ^t n^\y 3tri:|9tqr^ er.ecjt^d. Thi§ 
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was done while the church was without a pastor, being sup- 
plied by the Rev. Luke Wood and others. The new house 
was built in 1826-7. More land was purchased by the 
Society so that the house could be located farther from the 
traveled road and make the present beautiful '* green" in 
front and around. At the " raising " ol the frame of this new 
Meeting-house one man lost his life. This was Mr. Jessee 
Brooks, father of the present Deacon Jessee Brooks and Ed- 
mund Brooks. He was assisting to lift one of the large cor* 
ner posts, with its connected timbers, when it slipped and 
fell, crushing him between two great posts. The sermon at 
the dedication of the Church was preached by the Rev. David 
S. Ogden, then of Southington. 

The new Meeting-house cost about seven thousand dollars. 
At its dedication, as well as at the ordination of Mr, Whiting, 
the music was of a very superior character, so much so as to 
excite very general comment among the towns about. It was 
furnished by a large and well-trained local voluntary choir led 
by Thomas A. Cornwall. 

Mr. Whiting continued in Cheshire nine years, he being 
dismissed December 29th, 1836. His ministry was very suc- 
cessful for several years, many persons being added to the 
church. He built the house near the Meeting-house now 
owned by Mn Levi Munson. His growing family and ex- 
penses attending thereupon with the building of the residence 
spoken of so absorbed his means, since the salary paid was 
only six hundred dollars, that he felt constrained to seek an- 
other field of labor. He first moved to Cleveland, Ohio, then 
to Ann Arbor, Michigan, where he had much to do in found- 
ing and building up that State University, and where he died 
beloved and honored. A monument to his memory stands 
in the college yard of that place. 

Rev. Erastus Holton was ordained over the church in 
Cheshire two years later, January 17th, 1838. He brought a 
young and beautiful wife. Miss Allen, of " Allen's Hill," 
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Meriden, to begin life in his new home at Cheshire. Hef 
early death was not only a great loss to him but called out 
toward him the tender sympathies of the people among whom 
they began their married life. His early ministry was dis- 
tinguished by a powerful revival. He continued till July 
2ist, 1848, and then sought another field. He is now living 
after a long life of faithful activity in the Christian ministry, 
at Roscoe, Illinois. 

Rev., now Dr. Daniel March was ordained at Cheshire, 
April 22d, 1845. He also came with his young wife to the 
field first chosen for his pastoral life. He, however, was con- 
strained by broken health to retire in a few years. He was 
dismissed November 9th, 1848. He some years later, being 
widowed, visited his first parish and married one of Cheshire's 
fair daughters and took her to Woburn, Ma^s. But, ere many 
years, he was greatly afflicted by her death, and she was 
brought back to be laid to rest with her fathers in the beau- 
tiful cemetery of her native town. 

Dr. March has gained a wide reputation as a writer ol in- 
teresting and instructive books upon Bible topics, " The Night 
Scenes of the Bible" proving one of the most popular. He 
has visited Bible lands and lectured as well as written much 
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upon them. He is yet doing most efficient service as Pastor 
of the large Congregational Church in Woburn, Mass. 

The succeeding pastors of the church have been Rev. 
Daniel S. Rodman, ordained October i6th, 1849, and dis- 
missed December 27th, 1854; Rev. Clement W. Clapp, 
installed May nth, 1855, and dismissed May nth, 1857; 
Rev. Charles Little, installed January 8th, 1862, and dis- 
missed June 13th, 1865; Rev. John M Wolcott, installed 
November nth, i86q, and dismissed September 20th, 1876; 
Rev. Joseph H. Isham, ordained January 23d, 1878, and dis- 
missed April 25th, 1882. Mr. Isham has since died while in 
Virginia seeking restoration for impaired health. 

Cheshire Church has also been served by several acting 
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pastors for a few years at a time. Rev. David Root and 
Rev. John S. C. Abbott were thus supplying for about three 
years each. They used also to have the New Haven college 
men to serve them during the seasons they were without 
pastors. Rev. Dr. Nathaniel W. Taylor came thus a great 
deal. So did Rev. N. Porter, D. D., afterwards the honored 
president of the college. The Rev. Elijah C. Baldwin has 
been thus acting as pastor since October, 1882. 

About 1847 a thunder storm passed over Cheshire when 
the lightning and wind so damaged the Meeting-house that 
extensive ; repairs were required. It was then that the pulpit 
was changed from the front of the audience room to the rear. 
In 1863 the walls of the interior were beautifully frescoed. A 
few years later a lecture-room and ladies' parlors were built 
on the rear of the house. Since 1884 the house has been re- 
furnished throughout with carpets, cushions, etc., and the 
walls re-frescoed, while the lecture-room and parlors have 
been put in attractive order and supplied with a piano. The 
orgart for the church was the gift of Mr. Frank Gaylord, late 
of Cheshire. 

The eminent men and women who have been raised up in 
the Cheshire Congregational Church are numerous! Among 
the ministers raised up in Cheshire we can find so far the 
names of Revs. Reuben Moss, Abraham Beach, Aaron Beach 
John Parker, David Brooks, Waitsell Munson, Asahel Stevens, 
George E. Street, Allen Hough, Ransom Johnson, Sherlock 
Bristol, Reuben Hitchcock, Roger Hitchcock, Reuben Ives, 
Delos Hotchkiss, David Bristol, Jessee W. Brooks. Rev. 
Joseph Bellamy, D. D., was a native of the town and raised 
in this church. 

Among physicians raised here also we find the names of 
Elnathain Beach, Bildad Beach, James Beach, Augustus Bris- 
tol, Thomas T. Cornwall, Edward T. Cornwall, John Cornwall, 
Edward Fields, William L. Foote, John Alfred Foote, John 
HuUiZepheqi^li Hul), Am03 Hull, Amo^ GomIcJ Hull, inventor 
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of the Hull Truss, Henry Hitchcock, Henry L. Hitchcock, 
Henry Hotchkiss, Cyrus Humiston, Edmond Tuttle, Aaron 
Tuttle, William Law, Henr>' Street, N. B. Wdton, Edgar 
Miles, Edgar B. Doolittle, Walter C. HitchccKk. 

An honored line thus can be named who gained their 
earliest impulses toward worthy living in the homes and in 
connection with the old church of Cheshire. The stor^' of 
their lives and usefulness is part of the valued possession of 
the place. For the real wealth of a town, as of a state, is in 
the worthy characters and deeds of her sons and daughters. 
What has been accomplished by this church in the past may 
well be an inspiration to still greater faithfulness in the pres- 
ent and future. 

The picture of the old Meeting-house which stood near 
where the present soldiers' monument stands, was obtained 
from an old and rather rude painting which some one, now 
unknown, almost one hundred years ago put upon the panel 
over the fire-place in the front room of the Hitchcock house, 
which is seen in the picture behind the Meeting- house itself. 
It is also seen more distinctly in the picture of the present 
Meeting-house. The view thus obtained is taken from about 
in front of Mr. E. R. Brown's store, and is looking up street 
toward the Hezekiah Rice place, where the old Bristol house 
is seen in the distance. 

The later picture represent the present Meeting-house, as 
you see it from in front of Messrs Hotchkiss & Allen's 
store. 

THE TABLETS, whose pictures are here also furnished, 
were erected by the worthy descendants of the two earliest 
ministers. That one to the memory of Rev. Samuel Hall, by 
Mr. Theodore Parsons Hall of Detroit, Michigan, who also has 
caused this pamphlet to be prepared, printed and thus illus- 
trated, to be distributed for the instruction and inspiration of 
present and future generations. 

That one to the memory of Rev. John Foote, by Judge Ed- 



24 

ward A. Cornwall, Hon. John A. Foote, Mr. John L. Foote» 
and his sisters, Mary, Abigail and Eliza. 

The examples thus shown of interest in the history, good 
name and welfare of the old Church in Cheshire, may well be 
imitated by others now living and to come after, who feel that 
the principles and virtues which distinguished the fathers, 
that by worthy labors and noble sacrifices laid the foundations 
of and built so much of the institutions blessing New Eng- 
land above nearly all the world beside, may be perpetuated, 
strengthened and loved even more ardently. 
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